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Although we are already in March 2013, let’s go back to 2012 for a moment first.
We enjoyed a very nice Christmas and New Year. With games, music, drama and movie watching on the
dvd player. And not to forget: the delicious food we ate. The children received many nice presents and
were very happy. Thanks dear sponsor!
I think everybody has now received an update on his or her sponsor child. Many children do not have a
sponsor yet, maybe you can help to find sponsors?
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Results
At the end of February our candidates finally received their results (exams were in October!).
Our 5 Primary School candidates ended in division 2, not bad, and they are now in O level, S1.
Our 4 O level candidates also passed. Elisabeth Alaba got 14 aggregate for 8 subjects and was the best
student in all of Northern Uganda. We are proud of her!
The other 3 were boys, one had 26 aggregate, division 1 still, the other 2 got 38 points (a quick
reminder: 1 is very good, 9 is very bad. To get the total aggregate you add up all the points).
Elisabeth Alaba
Elisabeth (see picture) has been accepted for
A level by another organization. The 3 boys were not
successful unfortunately.
The bicycle-project
Children all go to boarding school once they join O level
or a vocational school. The Government keeps on
promoting day schools, but old habits die hard eh.
Ten of our children went to Victor High School in Jinja.
We had hoped this was a good choice, but….This year
Lira Town College also opened a day school section. It is
in Lira. Near to where I live and 6 km from House of
Grace.
It is a Government school, with good teachers and
enough materials. We liked this: The students go to
school every day, come home to decent food (not
beans and maize), supervised homework (prep) and
going to bed on time.

But how do they get to school?
There is no bus and walking is also
not really an option.
Thank God there was a sponsor
who gave us 22 bicycle’s! Thanks a
million for that, what a solution.
The kids really appreciate this and
everyday you can see them going
to town. 15 go to Lira Town
College, 2 to the Technical school,
1 to the Administrative school. 1
bicycle is for Matron, 1 for Patron,
1 for the cook and 1 is a spare.
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Volunteer Dorien Kortooms
In January a friend of mine, Dorien Kortooms,
came to visit for a month to help. She was a real
blessing. Every day she went to House of Grace to
entertain the kids with all kinds of activities during
their vacation. They really enjoyed the arts and
craft: making jewelry, knitting, painting and
making cars from iron thread. We had already
started this in December, but under her guidance
things went a lot smoother. She took the
necklaces home, so if you want to buy some,
please contact our secretariat. Some are very
beautiful.
She also went swimming with the kids, many had
never seen a swimming pool. And ofcourse she had
to visit the park, 11 lucky children went with her.
They had also never been to the park yet.

In front of the water fall.

Painting (top) and swimming with wings (right)
Human resources
After bringing Dorien to the airport on 3 February
we came home to a very unpleasant surprise: the
matron and patron had disappeared. Just like that, without informing anyone.
The children were at a loss, as were we. The social worker said that when he asked where they were
going, they told him they would be back. Up to now we haven’t heard anything and their phones are off.
Fortunately we have found a good replacement in Peter and Sarah, after 2 hectic weeks. Polly is the
new cook, urgently needed now that everybody eats at home all the time.
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Sheep and chairs
Our mother sheep was very fertile and had given us 5 offspring already. Unfortunately she choked
herself with her rope and is no more. Very sad, really. Tja, that’s life.
Apart from bicycles we also received 40 new chairs, made of hard wood, very heavy and strong. The old
chairs were all wrecked. Hopefully these new chairs will last a lot longer. Thanks!
LindA Primary School
Our primary school, housed in the old Romney
shed, is deteriorating fast. The termites are
doing a good job eating all the wood. We are
trying to renovate as best as we can, because
money for a real school building made from
bricks isn’t there.
We have constructed 2 temporary structures,
for music and arts and crafts, consisting of
eucalyptus poles, iron sheets roof and walls
made of papyrus mats. You have to be creative,
don’t you. They also eat there.
The teachers here have no idea how to teach
from a text book, so I am again calling for help:
If anyone feels called to come here for a few
months to teach these teachers how to teach in
a modern way then please do not hesitate to
contact our secretariat.
Thanks a lot!
Dear people, again we thank you so very very much for your continuous support and compassion.
Until some other time.
All the best wishes from Lira, Jozina
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